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“NAME Advocates Program Integrity For School Based Medicaid Reimbursement”

President’s Corner
As I begin a one-year term in the office of NAME President, my first priorities are to
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thank all NAME members for contributing to the work of our organization and seize

Page

this opportunity to recognize what we have accomplished together.
It’s been quite a journey since the time of NAME’s inception, when federal agencies
offered minimal and sometimes conflicting technical assistance regarding Medicaid
claiming for school-based services and activities. From 2003 through 2015, NAME
has worked hard to advocate school-based Medicaid program integrity, and we
continue to “envision the day when public policy values children's health as essential
to learning.” We have progressed together through dark days when proposed federal
regulations threatened to eliminate federal funding for all school-based Medicaid
administrative activities and specialized transportation services; and we have
facilitated policy discussions that led to reductions in unnecessary, confusing and
costly administrative burdens to schools and parents. Thanks to changes in federal
guidance, we are now exploring new possibilities for strengthening the important roles
that schools play in connecting kids to coverage and services, and helping students
come to school ready to learn. We’ve come a long way – congratulations! And we
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have exciting work ahead of us!
I also want to welcome and congratulate the newest member of the NAME Board of
Directors, Christie Guinn, on her appointment last month to the Region 3 State
Medicaid Agency Representative vacancy created when Shannon Huska became
President Elect in October. Christie is employed by the Medical Assistance Division of
the New Mexico Human Services Department, and her contact information will soon
be available on the NAME website.
In closing, I am passing along good advice from a predecessor in this office:
reach out to the other members. There’s a pool of information at your fingertips. Talk
to them—seek out their knowledge. It’s why we’re here. As much as it is a resource for
you, I hope you will be a resource for others through NAME. And, if you feel that
NAME can make use of your talents; please contact me or any of our committee

Where to find Us:
www.MedicaidForEducation.org

Email:
info@MedicaidForEducation.org

chairs. After all, NAME is what it is today because of you.
Tracy Brunner (IN)
President
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Hill

John Hill, Executive Director

“Free Care” Update
You may recall that Cindy Mann, Director at the time of the Center for Medicaid and Children's Health Insurance Program
Services (CMCS) within the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), notified the state Medicaid directors last year
on December 15, 2014, that the CMS would allow Medicaid payment for services provided without charge (“free care”). Prior to
Director Mann’s letter, the CMS guidance on “free care” stated that Medicaid payment was generally not allowable for such
services provided at no cost to Medicaid beneficiaries. Her December 15, 2014, letter stated that the CMS wanted “to remove
any ambiguity” about their policy. The goal of reversing the policy was “to facilitate and improve access to quality healthcare
services and improve the health of communities”.
In January 2015, NAME and CMS began an ongoing dialogue on what the change in the “free care” provision would mean for
public schools. NAME collected and shared over 50 questions from its members related to the new “free care” provision. CMS
utilized these questions as the foundation for the presentations they conducted at the October 2015 Annual NAME Conference
in Baltimore, Maryland.
Reflecting on events of the past year, it is clear that CMS realizes the important role public schools play in our nation’s
healthcare delivery system: it is evident in the content of the CMS 2014 “free care” letter; we know CMS has had ongoing
dialogue with NAME and other school-based stakeholders; and we have heard in person or viewed the PowerPoints on the
NAME website of the presentations by CMS staff at the 2015 Annual NAME Conference.
To date, NAME is aware of a number of states that are moving forward to change their policies and/or State Medicaid Plans to
allow Medicaid reimbursement for “free care” services in public schools:


On July 17, 2015, CMS received a Medicaid State Plan amendment (SPA) from the State of Louisiana that would allow
Medicaid reimbursement for nursing services provided by public schools. CMS approved this amendment on October 8,
2015, with an effective date back to July 1, 2015. Find the approved SPA here: http://www.medicaid.gov/State-resourcecenter/Medicaid-State-Plan-Amendments/Downloads/LA/LA-15-0019.pdf



On September 30, 2015, CMS received a Medicaid State Plan amendment (SPA) from the State of California that would
allow a number of changes to their school-based Medicaid program including an expansion of school-based medical
services based on the new “free care” provision. Find the SPA application here: http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/formsandpubs/laws/
Documents/15-021Package.pdf



In consultation with CMS, the State of New Jersey determined that they could proceed and expand reimbursement for
medically related services beyond those specified in a student’s Individualized Educational Program without amending its
Medicaid State Plan.

A number of other states are at various stages of amending their Medicaid State Plans in relation to the new “free care”
provision. NAME will track these efforts and share any updates with its membership. In addition, the NAME website maintains
state-by-state information related to their Medicaid school based services program. Find yours and other states’ information by
logging into the NAME Members only section > click on View Links and Online Resources > State Medicaid and Education
Resources: http://medicaidforeducation.org/members/view-links-and-online-resources/state-medicaid-and-education-resources

Article continued on page 3
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John Hill, Executive Director
Connecting Kids to Coverage
Outreach & Enrollment Funding

Article continued from page 2

NAME, along with the Healthy Schools Campaign, and the Trust for America’s Health are
continuing to engage with national, state and local entities on “free care.”

We anticipate a

Call for Applications: $32 Million
Available to Help Get Eligible
Children Enrolled in Medicaid

continuing discourse with CMS and the US Department of Education to consider changes that can

and Children's Health Insurance

be made at the state and local level to enhance the ability of public schools to best meet the

Program (CHIP)

educational and health care needs of their students.
The Centers for Medicare & Medi-

If you have any questions regarding the change in the “free care” provision, or, if you would like to

caid Services is announcing a

update NAME if your state is at any stage of developing or implementing changes, please feel

funding

free to contact me. I work closely on this issue with the Governmental Affairs and Public Relations

efforts to reach out to families with

to

support

children eligible for Medicaid and

Committee as well as the Education Committee.
What do you think? John.Hill@MedicaidforEducation.org

opportunity

CHIP, and help get them covered

(317) 902-5446

and stay covered for as long as
they qualify.
Awards will be in the form of coop-

NAME Committee News

erative agreements, ranging in size
from $250,000 to $1 million over a
two-year period.

Membership Renewal Time

Who can apply: State and local

By Jennifer Haase (MI) Membership Committee Chair

governments, Indian tribes, certain

If you did not attend the 2015 NAME Annual Conference in Baltimore your membership will

health care provider organizations,

expire on December 31, 2015!

nonprofit organizations including

To renew, simply Click Here to access the “Join NAME”

webpage. Annual dues are still only $50 and the MANY benefits can be found Here

community and faith-based groups,
and schools and school districts
are eligible to apply.
For more information on how to

Lucky 21: Medicaid Cost Recovery for Public School Services

apply visit http: //www.grants.gov.

Part One of a Two-Part Series
by Glenelle Bruneske, Robert Bundy, Amy Edwards, Rick Jacobs and Laurie Ray

Proposals are due January 20,
2016. For more info, click here

After the 2014 NAME Conference, the Council for Administrators of Special Education (CASE)
offered NAME an opportunity to provide some basic information about Medicaid school based
services programs in public schools across the country for the CASE members. CASE has
invited other individuals or organizations to produce a document with 21 questions and answers
in a product they call the ‘Lucky 21’. These tutorials are available for purchase from CASE.
The NAME Education Committee is sharing the first ten questions and answers with NAME
members. These Q & A have already been published in CASE quarterly newsletters in 2015. We
Article continued on page 4
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Lucky 21: Medicaid Cost Recovery for Public School Services
Article continued from page 3

Part One of a Two-Part Series

will also share the last eleven with NAME members through the NAMEtag after they have been published. Once all 21 questions and
answers are completed, they will be compiled and available for purchase from CASE after the entire series is complete.
PLEASE NOTE: The information provided is general in nature. You should verify and seek specific detail from your State Medicaid
Agency as it relates to your state’s approved State Medicaid Plan for School Based Services, as these plans do vary from state-tostate.
1.

Why are schools billing Medicaid?

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) intended to provide federal funding to support state and local educational efforts
for students with disabilities and to alleviate budget strains caused by special education responsibilities. When IDEA was enacted, the
federal government contribution to special education was targeted at 40 percent of the estimated cost of educating students with
disabilities for 1982 and every subsequent year. Federal funding of special education has fluctuated between 14-18% on average.
Congress recognized this funding shortfall and addressed it by enacting the Medicare Catastrophic Coverage Act of 1988 (P.L. 100360). T his legislation established a financial relationship between IDEA and Medicaid, encouraging school districts to recover costs for
medical services from Medicaid.
To see the full article, log in to the NAME Members-only section of the website after clicking here: Lucky 21 FAQ Part 1

2016 NAME Conference

SAVE the Dates !

Achieve a Big Sky State of Mind
by Rena Steyaert (MT), 2016 Conference Committee Chair
The 2016 Conference Committee has met and plans to host an exciting Conference in Bozeman, Montana on:
September 18-21, 2016.
Bozeman is close to six stunning ranges of mountains, located in the beautiful Gallatin Valley. In fact, it is almost completely surrounded
by these mountains, many of which are home to some of the state's tallest and most scenic mountain landscapes
(http://www.bozemannet.com/mountains/). Bozeman also has the buzz of a university town, as it is home to the 122-year old Montana
State University and its Fighting Bobcats.
Selecting informative and varied speakers for the nugget, breakout and general sessions will be one of the many tasks the Conference
Committee will be doing this year. NAME wants you to be thinking about submitting a presentation proposal for consideration. Look for
the “Call for Proposals this winter. We hope to post the hotel information this winter, and we plan to open Conference registration in
May.
Get your travel requests in early and plan to arrive early or stay after the Conference and enjoy Yellowstone and/or Glacier National
Parks with your family. The closest airport is Bozeman Yellowstone International Airport (aka Gallatin Field, airport code BZN).
Remember: you can only find the BIG SKY in Montana. We know by attending, you will Achieve a Big Sky State of Mind!
Please go to the Conference website:
www.medicaidforeducation.org/annual-conference/2016-bozeman-mt,
for regular updates over the next nine months. We look forward to seeing you in September in Bozeman!
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The 2015 Conference - Another Success
by Mark Smith, (OH) Chair & Teresa Pastore (MA) Vice Chair
It was wonderful to see everyone at our Conference in Baltimore this past
October. While the NAME planning committee faced the possibilities of
dealing with both a federal government shutdown AND the potential for a
hurricane to land on us in Baltimore, all 330 attendees (the highest
attendance ever!) were able to avoid those major concerns. We are so
thankful to the great hotel staff and the efforts of NAME’s Leadership Team,
all the speakers, and of course the sponsors.
Part of NAME’s decision to host the Conference in Baltimore two years ago
was based on the increased likelihood we could secure speakers from the
federal agencies, who in the past have been limited by travel restrictions.
Each year, NAME surveys Conference attendees, and based on that
feedback, we knew you wanted to hear directly from senior federal Medicaid
and education officials. In particular, NAME Executive Director John Hill
worked hard and received early commitments from the senior officials who
delivered an unprecedented six general sessions over three days. The
program was rounded out with three additional general sessions featuring
panels of: NAME partners and colleagues conducting the Fireside Chat and
Practitioner Panel; the popular Town Hall Regional forums; and concurrent
facilitated discussions on three pertinent topics.
NAME continues to recognize one of our departed leaders and raise money for a scholarship fund by hosting the 3 rd Anysia
Drumheller Memorial 5k Run/Walk. Thank you to everyone who participated or donated to the Scholarship Fund created to honor
Anysia’s memory. It was also a record-shattering Silent Auction fundraiser, with the Charity Newsies organization of Ohio benefitting
from the generosity of bidders in attendance. All proceeds from the 2015 Silent Auction will help Ohio children and their families
through the holidays.
We have taken a first look at the comments in the Conference evaluation survey, and noted people enjoyed the pirate social activity
and appreciated being in such an historic area with lots to see and do in the evenings. They indicated hotel the Baltimore Inner
Harbor made the Conference experience enjoyable. The 2016 Conference Committee will also review and use the survey
responses to plan their Conference in September 2016. The evaluations also demonstrate that most importantly, attendees really
enjoy the opportunities the Conference provides to network and get to know each other to understand and deal with the challenges
and possibilities they face back home.
The 2016 Conference is in Big Sky Montana, but we want to again thank our incredible sponsors, whose generosity keeps your
Conference costs much lower. Thank you, members of the 2015 Conference Committee for all your hard work and dedication; you
really ROSE to the occasion while we observed A Rising Tide Raises All Ships!
To see the full summary of the 2015 Conference, along with conference presentations including the updated list of all attendees;
log in to the NAME Members-only section of the website and <click here>
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Regional News
News from the Regions
Region 1 States: Connecticut, Delaware, District of Columbia, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New
Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Vermont, Virginia and West Virginia
Greetings from Region 1!
Here are some interesting developments and news from Region 1 that we thought would be of interest to NAME members.
UVA Offers First Special Education Master’s Program in Northern Virginia –
Due to a national shortage of special education teachers, the University of Virginia (UVA) will begin offering a Special Education
Master’s Program in Northern Virginia at its Curry School of Education. This program is the first of its kind in the Northern Virginia
area. According to the U.S. Department of Education, 47 U.S. states declared a shortage of special education teachers during the
2013-2014 school year. By opening the program in Northern Virginia, the Curry School can increase the number of schools it can
partner with for practicum experiences, as well as hopefully slow the shortage of special education teachers. See more at this link:
http://www.nbc29.com/story/29847200/uva-offers-first-special-ed-masters-program-in-northern-va
Potential Medicaid Privatization in North Carolina
In the state of North Carolina, the legislature voted to approve the privatization of Medicaid. The house bill passed the North Carolina Senate with a 33-15 vote and also passed the North Carolina House of Representatives with a 65-40 vote. The concept of privatization of Medicaid has been a topic of discussion for months in the state. The passing of this legislation will put some controls
in the Medicaid system according to Senator Ralph Hise. There are additional steps that need to occur for the bills to accomplish
their intent. See more at this link:
http://www.newsobserver.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article36223626.html
Massachusetts expanding school-based Medicaid to include a specific Autism program: ABA
In Massachusetts, school-based claiming issued a notice in August that effective October 1, 2015, school districts will be able to
seek reimbursement for Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) services, both direct services and administrative claiming, that are being provided to treat individuals with autism spectrum disorder. The service must be provided by a board certified behavioral analyst or a board certified assistant behavioral analyst. For more information:
http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/docs/masshealth/bull-2015/sbm-29.pdf
If you have questions, concerns or issues to share, or if your state has any news to share with NAME members, please send it
along to us. We would love to hear from you.

Region 1 Representatives on the NAME Board of Directors,
Becky Stoddard (KY)

Tabitha Taylor (VA)

Charles Tyler, Jr. (MD)

Education

Medicaid

Local Education Agency

Becky.stoddard@education.ky.gov

Tabitha.Taylor@dmas.virginia.gov

CTyler@bcps.org
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